OFFICE OF AUDITOR OF STATE

STATE OF IOWA
Rob Sand

. b Auditor of Stat
State Capitol Building Hattor oL State

Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0006

Telephone (515) 281-5834  Facsimule (515) 281-6518

STATE AUDITOR ROB SAND ANNOUNCES IMPROVED EFFICIENCY BY
PARTICIPANTS IN THE PUBLIC INNOVATIONS AND EFFICIENCIES (PIE)
PROGRAM

March 30, 2023

State Auditor Rob Sand today announced improvements in average efficiency
scores in the three categories of government entities participating in the 2022
Public Innovations and Efficiencies (PIE) program.

“No matter how you cut it, lowa’s taxpayers are getting a bigger piece of the
pie,” said Sand. “The savings are baked into the innovative, cost-cutting
measures being implemented by every participating city, county, and school
district.”

Auditor Sand created the PIE program in 2019 to encourage government
entities to uncover ways to save money. Their ideas include innovative heating
and cooling systems that reduce energy costs, to 28-E agreements that
eliminate redundancy. The program is so effective, it has been replicated by
Mississippi State Auditor Shad White, a Republican.

A total of 488 Iowa entities participated in the PIE program in 2022, and once
again, the Auditor’s Office received submissions from all of Iowa’s 99 counties.
The graph below illustrates the increase in the average efficiency scores for
cities, counties, and school districts. The average efficiency score is based on
the number of efficiency measures adopted.

PIE Participant  Average Average Change
Efficiency 2022 Efficiency 2021

Cities 25.08 24.55 +0.53
Counties 28.5 25.76 +2.74

School Districts 30.3 28 +2.3



Auditor Sand will announce the PIE program winners later this year and hand-
deliver a pie to each winning entity.

Media Contact: Sonya Heitshusen, sonya.heitshusen@aos.iowa.gov or 515-
744-8755
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